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Cattle threat varies
according to age

The worm threat to cattle will vary, according to the age of the animals in question

The mild winter weather
means that, as with lambs,
cattle producers could see
problems with worm para-
sites earlier than they would
in a typical year.

SQPs could remind pro-
ducers to keep an eye out
for signs of scouring and
coughing much earlier than
they would after a more
typical cold winter.

Solihull-based vet Steve
Borsberry, from the 608
XLVet Group, is among those
saying producers should be
on the lockout for any early
signs of worms — particularly
lungworm —in cattle this year.

“Parasitic gastroenteritis is
caused by a worm that has a
‘direct’ life cycle — eggs hatch
to produce larvae that then
mature into adults. The egg
hatching at grass is con-
trolled partially by tempera-
ture and moisture and the
past winter’s weather has
been conducive to their sur-
vival,” he says.

“The intestinal

metabolism is
affected”

*Once the eggs hatch the
larvae are able to live with-
out a host for a while. They
just need a film of water for
movement so they can ‘swim’
up blades of grass and wait
to be ingested by cattle”

CREATING A BUILD-UP
Mr Borsberry adds that
some will overwinter at pas-
ture, or older cattle will
excrete them and, if young
stock are added, these will

act as ‘factories’ to contami-
nate the pasture and create a
large build-up.

“For disease to manifest,
there needs to be a large
build-up of infective larvae
and animals need to be sus-
ceptible — it's mainly seen in

animals that are under 18 -

maonths old.”

The intestinal metabolism
is affected, so signs to look
out for at grass include: acute
diarrhoea, loss of appetite
and reduced dry matter
intake, and weight loss. Cat-
tle will fail to achieve their
daily liveweight gain targets.

WORMING
PROGRAMME
“It's important that produc-
ers plan a worming pro-
gramme that takes into
account the life cycle of the
worm and then length of
activity of the wormer,” says
Mr Borsberry. “There are
appropriate and inappropri-
ate times to worm.”

A ‘housing' dose will be
required to prevent Osterta-

giasis type Il in winter and |

worming dairy heifers at
calving can increase dry mat-
ter intakes and therefore
milk yield.

“Producers should also
remember that, if they've
vaccinated cattle  with
Huskvac, they should not
worm these animals for at
least three weeks after the
second dose of vaccine has
been administered.”

LUNGWORMTHREAT

Lungworm could also rear its
head in beef and dairy herds
earlier than usual this year,
rather than at the traditional
end-of-grazing time, again
due to the mild and wet

winter weather. “This para-
site is predictable by its
unpredictability,” says Mr
Borsberry. “Grazing older
cattle on wet pasture, which
then becomes poached, cre-
ates problems because the
cattle are then moved to

fresh pasture and young
stock take their place on
what is then ‘contaminated’
pasture.

YEAR-ROUND CALVING
“Many dairy herds calve all
year round, with only low

yielding and dry cows grazing
during the summer. So not all
will develop resistance to
lungworm.

“Carttle, of any age, that
start coughing at grass will
require urgent treatment
with a wormer,” he stresses.
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