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Calling in an expert eye

When do | organise for a
horse to be vetted?

Once you have tried the horse,
preferably with an experienced
friend, and think it is suitable, tell
the seller that you are interested
and want to organise the vetting
as soon as possible.

How do | go about
organising the vetting?

Check that the seller has a sta-
ble that can be darkened in order
to examine the eyes, a stretch of
tarmac or concrete that can be
used to trot the horse on and,
depending on the type of vetting
you want, an area to lunge or
ride. Then contact an equine vet-
erinary practice that can carry
out the vetting, preferably not
one used by the seller. Your own
vet can advise, or research an
independent practice with experi-
enced equine practitioners who
carry out vettings.

Should | be at the vetting?

I think it is important to speak
first with the examining vet so
that you can discuss any concerns
you have and outline what you
want to use the horse/pony for.
Then it is not necessary to be pre-

CLOSE INSPECTION: the
vetting underway

EQUINE VET

Lesley Barwise Munro, of the Alnorthumbria
Veterinary Group, on how to have a horse vetted

sent at the vetting. Your absence
allows the vet to focus and the
findings can be discussed in pri-
vate by telephone, it also gives
some breathing space for deci-
sions.

What is the difference
between a two-stage and
a five-stage vetting and do
1 need to get the expen-
sive one done?

The two stage, as the name
suggests, misses out three phases,
principally there is no exercise
phase, which means that the
body systems are not re-exam-
ined during and after strenuous
exercise. The five stage vetting is
the “gold star” and provides a
certificate to this effect. Many
insurance companies specify this
certificate to insure higher value
animals.

You may be asked to sign a dis-
claimer by your veterinary prac-
tice before a vetting is carried out
to ensure that you understand
the procedure.

Should | get a cheap
horse vetted?

Even cheap horses can develop
costly problems and by having a
horse vetted you significantly
reduce the risk.

Are X-rays needed as part
of a vetting?

X-rays provide additional
information about a horse’s

limbs and back that can be taken
into consideration. Insurance
companies may request prepur-
chase x-rays as part of the vetting
for high value horses. It is essen-
tial to let the insurance company
see all the veterinary reports and
for them to have agreed to insure
the horse before purchasing.
Why are horses blood
sampled as part of the
vetting?

If the seller agrees, a blood
sample is taken from the horse
and stored securely. Should there
be a problem with the new pur-
chase then tests can be carried
out on the blood sample for seda-
tives, bronchodilators and anti
inflammatory agents. The buyer
covers the cost of blood tests.

Is it true that some
changes to vettings are
going to be introduced
soon?

Yes, after the end of February
2012 the Royal College of
Veterinary Surgeons will intro-
duce a new guidelines. If the vet
has clinical records on this horse,
then before vetting there is an
obligation to disclose the infor-
mation with the permission of
the seller. Flexion tests and lung-
ing on a hard circle are a recom-
mended part of a five stage vet-
ting which, if omitted would
need explanation.
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Dressage star secures
Paralympic scholarship

A DISABLED dressage rider
from Yorkshire has secured a top
scholarship with the British
Equestrian Federation.

Fiona Maynard, 25, from
Stillington, near York, has been
selected with 50 others for the
British Equestrian Federation
(BEF) England Excel Talent
Programme, which selects poten-
tial Paralympic riders from the
Great Britain team.

The selected riders are from all
four Olympic disciplines — dres-
sage, showjumping, eventing and
para-equestrian dressage.

Miss Maynard said:“I'm really
looking forward to putting the
extra training and advice to good
use to help me achieve my goal of
riding at the Paralympics.”

The programme’s managers
work closely with British
Dressage, British Eventing and
British Showjumping.

Leader of the Excel
Programme, David Hamer, said:
“We are lucky to have the fund-
ing to support these riders from
the Lottery and Government
Exchequer through  Sport
England.”

Pass your equestrian news
and information to:
y-Jobson at

Tammy G
tammy.guy-
jobson@nne.co.uk

or call her on 01325-505072
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FOR SALE £2250
15.2 bright bay TB 8 years old.
Good all rounder weuld make ideal
riding club or for teenager coming off
ponies. Done sj which she really enjoys,
dressage, showing and xc, snaffle
mouth, good to shoe, clip, load, up to
date with vaccinations. Not novice ride.

07535696683
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YEARLING ANGLO
ARAB COLT
Show and performance bloodlines
Stallion potential for show hacks / ponies
Mature 15.2 hh - Competitive home

£2500.00

contact: 01642 582583 or 077698 17943

GREAT TEAM: Fiona riding
Ted, with Becki Thistle,
Fiona's coordinator

SEE FOR YOURSELF

01833 650274

01833 650737

Working together to improve equine health and welfare

XLWVets is a group of 46 progre ssive
vet practices working together to
deliver the highest "l( indards in
veterinary care, Our vision is that
sharing exy knowledge

T 01665 510999 and skills we can deliver an
omprehensive

H excellent and ¢
www.alnorthumbriavets.co.uk
service to our clients.

Alnorthumbria Vet
Group, Wagonway
Road, Alnwick
Northumberland,
NE66 1QQ

alnorthumbria

veterinary group rience,
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Westmorland
Veterinary Group
T:01539 722692

Y
VIETHIRINARY

T:01228 71 0 208
www.paragonvet.com

T:016977 2318
www.caponireevets.co.uk

Castla Vaterinary Surgeons

T:01833 695695
www.castlevets.net

T:01765 602396
www.bishoptonvets.co.uk

WHTRRCROFT

T: 01900 826666
www.millcroftvets.co.uk

T:01434 608999
www.vets1.com

EQuUINE

Mlnsrer

T: 01904 788840

Excellence in Practice www.minstervets.co.uk

www.xlvets.co.uk



