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Equine vaccination - is it really necessary? Veterinary surgeon Lee Pritchard of the Calweton Veterinary Group,
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Callington, Cornwall, explains the considerations owners should make when deciding whether to vaccinate.

[svaccination really necessary?

tis estimated of all the hors- ical signs but throat swabs should
es in the United Kingdom, betaken to confirm the diagnosis.
less than 40 per cent are The equine influenza virus, like
vaccinated against equine the human influenza virus, is con-

influenza. There are not
many viruses which spread as
quickly as influenza and
although itis rarely fatal (except

tinually evelving which means
even after infection or vaccina-
tion the equine population
remains susceptible and there is

in donkeys and ill horses) itisa a continued challenge for the vac-
debilitating illness which can cine manufacturers,
cause severe disruption to
equestrian activities. Regulations
Equine influenza is caused by When considering regulations
an orthomyxovirus, with epi- LeePritchard for competition we have to con-
demics usually arising when one ’ sider facturers’ guideli
or more acutely infected horses  horses can show signs of disease  and the rules of the Federation
are introduced into a susceptible  for up to six months. Therearea  Equestre Internationale (FEI)
group. The incubation period of number of secondary complica-  and British Horseracing Author-
influenza can be from 24 to 36 tions which can occur such as ity (BHA). The FEl and BHA are
hours and classicsignsincludea  pneumonia, pleuropneumonia  two governing bodies which have
fever, nasal discharge, enlarged  and bronchitis resulting from  specific vaccination require-
Ilymph nodes underthelowerjaw  invasion of the damaged respira-  ments which need to be fulfilled
and a dry cough. Mildly affected  tory tract cell lining by bacteria.  in order to compete at events
horses can show signs fortwoto A presumptive diagnosis of undertheir rules. Unfortunately,
three weeks, severely affected  influenza can be made fromclin-  the guidelines from the manufae-
turers, FEI and BHA are all
BHA regulations different and so timing of vacci- .
: nation is crucial in order to fall E 4 L3 fo Sieuh 5
y within the regulations. AII hnrsss should be u‘ucclmuﬁ against squlne inﬂuanza adviss vets.
The current BHA regulations  which the horsa s entered or on
for Influenza aro as follows:  any of the six days prior to the Manufacturers' ‘up-to-date’than othersin terms  allhorses should be vaccinated for Summary
- recom ns of thestrainsof virusthey contain  influenza unless they live in a imary
i Any horse which Intends to W Under BHA rules, In the There are four current licensed  and their mode of action at sim-  closed and isolated environment.
rﬂmﬂ!‘ﬂﬂhﬂhduﬂﬂ avent of fallure to comply with vaccinations for influenzain the  ulating animmune response. A :
must have receivad two ‘any of tha requirements. the United Kingdom at the time of Do horses eventually Immune e
mmm mwmdﬂnm writing. They all have slightly dif- Should | vaceinate for develop immunity? specific diseasa
than 21 dsys and nomorethan  arellabletod ary action ferent vaccination programme infMuenzal canse ace
92, Athirdinjection  and the horse may not requirements and so advice can ‘areavailable forequine
must begivennot less than 150 permitted to run inany race be given by your veterinary sur- If we refer to the outbreak of  Influanza, tatanus, equing
days and no morethan 215days  under BHA rules geon as to timings for the prod-  Unless you are competing under in Australiain 2007,it  harpes virus and strangles
after the second componenmtof — - uct used or further information  FELor BHA regulations, choiceof  did notactually startas a problem i Equine influenza s 8
the peimary vaccination course, MORE INFORMATION can be gained from data sheets.  whether to vaccinate for'influen-  arising from unvaccinated hors- ly contagious virus
Booster vaccinations mustbe For more information and to Eachvaccination contains differ-  za lies solely with you, the owner  es. In fact, it spread through h spreads rapidly
given within 365 days of thelast  keep up-to-date, visit tha BHA ent combinations of equine in-  of the horse. In the author’s opin-  appropriately vaccinated horses. among unvacoinated horses
dose. Novaccinationscanbe  website at www.british- fluenza virus strains based on  ion, if we consider the disastrous  However, had vaccines withthe  causing severe disruption of
givan on the day of a race in previous influenza outbreaks. spread of influenza virus among  most up-to-date strains been equestrian activities
Some of these vaccinesaremore  unvaccinated horsesinboth South  used, this multi-million dollar dis- IEmhnm.m
_ . Africa and Australia over recent amerwmdhawmbsrlﬂ;ehil;h? vaccination Is govarned by
= . ¥ i i nided. This shows us perhaps ‘manufacturer's guldelines,
 Vaccination for other diseases e ettt - tecuestonto s norabeiie - [RUR R
2 effective vaccination programmes  an animal will developimmunity  Internationals (FEI) and the
Tetanus against EHV-1and 4 givenas a in the UK. Certainly assessments  toinfluenza, but rather how up-  Brittsh Horsara
M Tetanus is caused by a primary course of two of risk of contraction of influenza  to-date is the immunity my horse Autharity (BHA)
bacterium, clostridium tatani tions four to six weeks can be made but it is my opinion isdeveloping?
found in the sail. It gains entry followed by booster
to the bloodstream through jections every six months, To Fa Wm
open wounds, As the bacterium assist with prevention of P R Y )
has an incubation pericd of one abortionin brood mares they &

A should be vaccinatedin the The current FEl regulations  horses competing in FEI irrespective of the route of
wound has often healed be fifth, seventh and ninth month forinfluenza are as follows:  competitions r an Wh:mumum
signs have developed. The of pregnancy o el Influenza va aregiven by a veterinary
include; severe muscle spa # Any horse which intands to.  months + 21 days of the surgeon and accordingto the

Strangles paricipate nan FEl If com acturer's nstructions. Al
B Strangles Is caused by compatition must have regularly within FEl events, this  details of the vaccination
Streptococcus equl, a highly recelved at least a primary essentlally means that six- Including the name of the
contaglous bacterium causing course of two vaccinations menthly booster influenza vaccine, batch numbar, date of
respiratory disease. A vaccine given between 21and 92days  vaccinations are required. If admintstration and route of
Is available to reduce clinical apart, a third within you are planning on attending  administration has to be
signs and incidence of lymph shxmonths and 21 days after an FEl avent, the vaceination recorded in the horse's
node abscessation. The the date of the second injection - must notbe glven within seven  passpart
Is an effective vaccine @i vaccine Is given as a primary of the primary course. Boaster  days of arrival at the event —
aprimarymurseuf : course of two injections under inations must be glven  Allvaccinations cu n? ’
the upper lip four weeks apart within 365 days of the last avallable and licensed for For morainformation and to
» followed by booster Injections mhﬂ‘lumdw leserp Up-to-tlate, visit the FEI
within 365 days of t every three months # Since January 1, 2005, all are accepted by the websita at www.fal.org




