Pictures by Lesley Barwise-Munro and Patrick Pollock MRCVS, University of Glasgow

Veterinary clinic

Onggor the DOyS

XAMINATION ofthe
sheath, penisand
testicles can belikened to
a“wellman check for
horses. Just like dental checks,
foot care, vaccinationsand worm
control, it's an essential part of
routine healthcars

thorough and safe checkinside
the sheath (someti calledthe
prepuce) without sedzation, so vet
assistanceis advisable toallow
early disease detectionand
treatment.

Unlessanowne specific
concerns,aonce-2-year check
should be sufficient for horses
lessthan 15 years oid —orevery
sixmonths for the older horse
Infections of the sheath
SMEGMA s an accumuiztion of
secretions, dead celis and debris
inside the sheath.

Although older gelcings will
produce more smegma. most
male horses do not ne=d regular
sheathand penisc! :
Overzealous cleanin cause
detrimental changestothe
protective microflorz of bacteria
that live inthe sheath. increasing

susceptibility toinfections that
canbehardtotreat.

Some horses develop excess
foul-smelling smegma that
causes adark-coloured discharge,
sometimes seen on the inside of
the horse's thighs due tothe
sheath catching the legs whenhe
lies down. This warrantsiinitial
veterinary examination to identify
any underlying or associated
conditions,and a programme to
control the problem, often
involving regular sheath cleaning.

For routine cleaning, use warm
water only or a proprietary

non-bactericidal, soap-based
sheath cleaner.

Anaccumulation of smegma
referred toas abean, canoccur
inside the end of the horse’s penis.
Ifit reaches a size sufficient to
cause discomfort, it should be
removed by avet.

Horses that tend to urinate
fromthe sheath without
protruding the penis can develop
urine scalding, making them
more susceptible tosheath
infections and possible
predisposition to malignant
(cancerous) changes. More

TESTICLETROUBLE

A sudden onset of pain or swelling of one or both of astallion’s
testicles could pointto a180-360° torsion of the testicle around its
cord, causing signs ranging from acute colic to lameness.

Orchitis can create a hot, swollen and painful testicle and may be
caused by infection or trauma. Both causes cantrigger arise in
temperature locally around the testicle, reducing fertility for about
two months after the situation is rectified.

Aspecific“well horse check” is recommended when foals reach
the appropriate age for castration. Although testicular size does
not affect the timing of the operation, veterinary examination may
reveal that only one testicle is present in the scrotum.Abdominal
testicles can now be removed under sedation by laparoscopy or
keyhole surgery. Asingle testicle should not be left.
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